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GREETINGS FROM MEG
What a super beginning we had to the first term here in St.
Christopher's. Every class level was involved in extra physical
activities from Dance to G.A.A to Hockey. Check out local clubs
such as Clanna Gael Fontenoy G.A.A Club and Railway Union
Hockey Club to extend your child's sporting interests beyond
school. The children will get to experience a different sport this
term including for the first time the addition of Fencing to our
sports curriculum timetable.
Our 5th class children ended their touch rugby coaching with a fantastic Blitz in Wanderers' F.C
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
We also had many of our parents participating in classes too and these will continue until
early December. There is limited availability in some classes. Please email hscl@scps.ie if
you are interested in joining.
We ended the term with our Fancy Dress Day and we had scary, enchanting, creative and
hilarious costumes on parade.

SPORTS SHUFFLE THIS TERM
Junior Infants: Dance (with Elaine)
Senior Infants: Zoom Ahead with Books
1st Class: Dance (with Elaine)
2nd Class: G.A.A (local club is Clanna Gael Fontenoy)
3rd Class: Hockey (coaches from Railway Union)
4th Class: Fencing (with Colm Flynn, Fencing Ireland)
5th Class: Swimming (Mespil Pool)
6th Class: Hockey (coaches from Railway Union)

MATHS WEEK COMPETITION WINNERS
Junior Infant Clock Designs: Lachlan, Isabel and Clara
Senior Infant Clock Designs: Sebastian, Misia and Ksenia
1st Class 2D/3D Clock: Ovi and Jayna

2nd Class 2D/3D Clock: Henry, Brody and Zoe
3rd Class 'Figure Me Out Poster: Charlotte, Andi-Rose and Mame
4th Class 'Figure Me Out Poster: Edward, Jessica and Mattia
5th Class 'Figure Me Out Poster: Andrew and Blaise
6th Class Maths Eye Photograph: Lexi

JUNIOR INFANT
CLOCKS

SENIOR INFANT
CLOCKS

INFANT SHAPE
MONSTERS

1ST CLASS CLOCK
CREATIONS

2ND CLASS CLOCK
CREATIONS

MORE CLOCK
CREATIONS!

FIGURE ME OUT
POSTERS

TEAM HOPE SHOEBOX APPEAL
This is our last big push for Team Hope. Please fill up a shoebox
using the 4W's (Write, Wash, Wear and Wow) and send it into
school before the deadline of November 10th.

FANCY DRESS DAY
Our Fancy Dress Day Fundraiser for Barnardos raised €1101 so a
huge thank you to all of those who donated to such a worthy
cause.
And the children had a fantastic day in their costumes. They
enjoyed a variety of activities to end the term such as trick or
treating, arts and crafts, playing games, watching movies and
taking part in quizzes.

PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS
Parent/Teacher meetings will take place via Zoom from Junior
Infants to 6th Class, beginning during the week of 22nd
November. Please keep an eye on the Aladdin App to book your
slot. The time slots will be released two weeks before the
meetings are due to take place.

SCIENCE WEEK

Science Week 2021 will take place from the 7th – 14th of
November. It is a week-long event in Ireland each November,
celebrating science in our everyday lives.
These are a list of some useful websites that your budding
scientists might find interesting to explore at home:
Primary Science – lots of experiments; categories for different
strands/strand units/ ages
Science Sparks – brilliant site – lots of experiments and ideas!
Science Wows – really brilliant site for Science!
Ed Heads - provides science and math games and activities that promote critical thinking
Science Bob - offers experiments and videos to get kids excited about science
Science Kids - fun science experiments, cool facts, online games, free activities etc.
National Geographic Kids - Find amazing facts about animals, science, history and geography
Try Science - topics include Earth Sciences, Mathematics, Space Science and others
Science Experiments Around the Home
In school the focus will be on 'Creating Our Future' and the children will be doing some cool
and interesting experiments during Science week. Don't forget to ask them what's going on!

ANTI-BULLYING AWARENESS MONTH
As part of our Anti-Bullying Policy in St. Christopher's, one of our
priorities is to raise awareness on all aspects of bullying within
the school and wider school community. As part of this, we
commit to 5 awareness-raising exercises per school year for
each class (3rd to 6th) and a smaller number for the Junior
Classes (JI - 2nd). These will be chosen from the Anti-Bullying
Campaign Website and are age-appropriate activities.
Unless your child tells you about bullying, it can sometimes be hard to know if it's happening.
But there are some warning signs. Parents might notice kids:
acting differently or seeming anxious
not eating, not sleeping well, or not doing the things they usually enjoy
seem moodier or more easily upset than usual
avoiding certain situations (like walking to school without an adult)
Tips for Parents
keep an open line of communication
listen and support
build your child's confidence
promote positive body language
praise progress
role play 'What If' scenarios
communicate with the school and report bullying incidents

WORLD KINDNESS DAY
World Kindness Day is celebrated annually on 13th November. On
this day, participants attempt to make the world a better place by
celebrating and promoting good deeds and pledging acts of
kindness.
World Kindness Day can be celebrated by all, simply by carrying
out, encouraging, and congratulating others for carrying out good
deeds and acts of kindness in their community. Each person can
make a real difference by being kind and compassionate, creating a united and kinder world,
one act at a time.
Life Vest: Kindness Boomerang.
A beautiful video illustrating how one act of kindness can have a domino effect in the
community and shows how no act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU

WORLD NURSERY RHYME WEEK
Launched in 2013, World Nursery Rhyme Week promotes the
importance of nursery rhymes in early childhood development
and education. Nursery rhymes are wonderful teaching tools and
can help to boost early literacy skills, language development,
early numeracy and social, physical and emotional skills.
The 5 official rhymes for Nursery Rhyme week 2021 are:
Incy, Wincy Spider
Sleeping Bunnies
Wind the Bobbin
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
Down in the Jungle
Can you and your child undertake the Rhyme-A-Day Challenge during World Nursery Rhyme
Week, 15th - 19th November? Choose from one of the 5 above or share some of your old
favourites with your children.

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS: AUTISM
EQUALITY DUBLIN BAY
Autism Equality Dublin Bay was set up in March 2020. Its purpose
is to act as a support group for parents where information
sharing, collaboration and sense of belonging is fostered. These
resources are currently in place:

A full pool swimming slot in Sportsco at South Lotts Rd, Ringsend from 4 to 5pm each
Thursday together with Swimming Instructor.
Neurodiverse Football academy each Friday evening at 5.00pm in Ringsend Park, run by
the Football Association of Ireland and specialised coaches supplied.
A dedicated neurodiverse Garden at Ringsend & Irishtown Community Centre, complete
with sensory pod.
Secured a Premises on Irishtown Rd, Irishtown to serve as a social club for our
Neurodiverse Community. This premises is presently being fitted out as a neurodiverse
friendly facility with sound proof walls and associated friendly colours . This facility is on
track to open this Christmas and it is envisaged that it will serve as a Social Hub and
After School service where arts and crafts will be honed in on by qualified teachers.
For further information on any of the above please email autismequalitydublinbay@gmail.com
or check out any of the social media platforms at Autism Equality Dublin Bay.

GAEILGE IN ST.CHRISTOPHER'S
We have a very active and enthusiastic Gaelbhratach Committee
here in school led by Ms.Scanlon. Gaelbhratach is a scheme
which supports and encourages schools in their efforts to
promote the Irish language. As part of the Gaelbhratach initiative,
we are looking for interested parents who would be willing to try
out some ideas and activities to promote and use some Gaeilge
in the home. We will provide all the materials needed and we ask
that you take photos of the activities once completed and email them to us here in
St.Christopher's.
Please email hscl@scps.ie if you are interested in taking part.

LOTE (LANGUAGES OTHER THAN
ENGLISH)
A new free eResource is now available from Dublin City Libraries.
LOTE Online for Kids allows kids to enjoy the magic of books in
LOTE (Languages Other Than English), both in the library and at
home. Kids can also watch each LOTE title translated and
narrated in English to help with reading and literacy development. To access it, all that is
needed is a Dublin City Libraries library card number.
There are over 1200 book titles in over 40 languages as follows: English, Arabic, Bengali,
Chinese, Dutch, French, German, Greek, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Mexican
Spanish, Persian, Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Spanish
(Latin America), Tamil, Turkish, Urdu, and Vietnamese.

MOTHER TONGUES : FOR
BILINGUAL/MULTI-LINGUAL FAMILIES
Are you raising your children bilingual or multilingual and have
many questions about the topic? Are you keen on meeting other
parents who are raising bilingual children and sharing your experience?
Then, we are happy to invite you to two live talks by our director Dr Francesca La Morgia, in
Lucan and Tallaght.
Date: Wednesday November 10th, 7pm Tallaght Library
Date: Wednesday November 24th, 7pm Lucan Library
Booking required via talib.eventbrite.ie
Free admission

