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Hello from the Principal
Well January 2021 didn't start off as we had hoped and planned
for; it's very disappointing that schools are closed again while
the country deals with a resurgence of Covid-19 in our
communities. We look forward to schools reopening as soon
as we are allowed to, and that depends on much lower rates of
Covid-19. We have not been told yet when we can reopen but we
update you when we have any further information.

This lockdown, overall, our pupils are managing their schoolwork better than last time as they
were more experienced with the technology; it was also helpful that we had the opportunity to
distribute books, stationery and materials to you. Below you will see our Remote Learning
Plan in some more detail but in summary, we are doing a mix of live sessions, pre-recorded
instructional videos, live interaction and feedback on Google Classroom or Class Dojo, dance
classes etc.

We have set high expectations for the work, but we are only asking our pupils to do as much
as they can and do not want anyone stressed or anxious. We know that this is tough; every
family's circumstances are different and so we understand that some children can manage
well without support and others need more parental guidance and support. We aim to provide
learning materials that the children can manage on their own, except the little ones perhaps;
they will need encouragement and a schedule.

When it all gets to be too much, try to �t in reading, exercise and a good night's sleep, and that
will be enough for now.

Please get in touch with us if you need advice, support or just a listening ear. We would much
prefer to be in school too but we are all living through a pandemic and we're all doing the best
we can. As I've said before, your children are loved, cared for, and safe and that's more
important than anything else.
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SCPS Radio is now live!
SCPS Radio is now available on our website, at this link:
https://scps.ie/st-christophers-primary-school-radio/
We have programmes from Ms Dermody's 5th Class and Ms
Horan's 5th Class.

At this link, Ms Sheridan's 6th Class share their Christmas
cheer: https://scps.ie/6th-class-christmas-cheer-2020-podcast/

Well done everyone for your contributions and to Ms Leyden for the production!

RTE Hub Zoo
https://www.rte.ie/learn/dublin-zoo/
This is the link to a series of animal videos from Dublin Zoo.

Remote Teaching and Learning Plan for SCPS
Our updated Remote Teaching and Learning Plan was discussed and rati�ed at the meeting of
the Board of Management on January 25th, 2021. It can be read here https://bit.ly/3t46UqW
and is also available on our website. It is guided by best practice and the guidance document
from the Dept of Education & Skills (see http://bit.ly/39XHvGp )

Please refer to our special Covid-19 Help Pages on our website for more information about
connecting to Google Classroom, or ClassDojo.

We have also uploaded new Well-Being Resources from NEPS. These are available on our
special Covid-19 Help Pages.

RTE School Hub
RTE' School Hub is on every day, starting at 10.00am. The
schedule is published in advance so you know what's coming
up in each subject area.
This is the link for the week beginning January 25th:
https://www.rte.ie/learn/home-school-hub/2021/0122/1191420-
home-school-hub-week-25-january/.
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Share your child's reading on
our new padlet 'SCPS Book
Reviews 2021'
Everyone loves to share books they had read and loved, so here
is an opportunity to get the word out to our school community.
Did you child get a great book for Christmas? Or perhaps you've
read the same book over and over? Dogger by Shirley Hughes
remained a great favourite in our house, along with the Al�e and Annie Rose collection, and I
remember reading them many times to my children.

Please feel free to add to the padlet, (by clicking the pink plus side at the right) at this link:
https://padlet.com/annemarie_hogan/vvyrmt6u5cc9up27. Your post won't appear immediately
but keep an eye out for it.

How to join your local library
online
It is still possible to join the local library and use the online
services. Library join up and services are free of charge.

Online application is available here:
https://www.librariesireland.ie/join-your-library

Once you have signed up, you can access a wide range of books, newspapers, magazines,
courses. You can read more about it here: https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/libraries/using-
your-library/eresources.

Extra resources available free!
If you're looking for some free resources to educate or distract, you might �nd something
useful on this padlet: https://padlet.com/annemarie_hogan/qylb1zm6fhfn

For extra resources, games, art etc in Irish, click on this padlet:
https://padlet.com/ascanlon9/2arsv3b1wiwv6m28

Audio rhymes for your younger children
Rhyming is a really important skill in the development of reading skills. This link has many
rhymes, both in song and poem format. You can also download the words if you need them.
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And finally, some music for relaxation.

Here is the link: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/rhymes/

Internet Safety Information
for Parents
As the children are spending more time online, it is important
to keep yourself informed and up-to-date with internet safety
advice. Webwise is a great resource designed to provide
parents with information on safety, apps, online games and
more.
This is the link: https://www.webwise.ie/parents/

HAUSER - Cinema Paradiso
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